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Dean Kahler
resigns from
enrollment
position
By LAUREL WILSON & EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

The Henry Underwood C. U. McElroy house located on 13th and State streets is just one of many homes in Bowling Green listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the United States Department of the Interior. The home was built in 1870 and sits across the
street from Mayor Elaine Walker’s home which was built in 1896. It was recently renovated and converted from four separate apartments into a single home.

'This old house'
BG residents restore historic homes
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Restoring historic buildings in
downtown Bowling Green has become
a heartfelt endeavor for one resident.
Three years ago, when John C.
Perkins became ill, his daughter Emily Sharp began repairing properties
he had been renovating.
When he passed away two months
ago, his daughter continued working
on what her father started.
“He wanted to see downtown
Bowling Green keep its history,”
Sharp said. “He knew before he died
that we were restoring the buildings
and was very pleased.”
Sharp is currently working on a
building at 900 State St.
It was built in 1837 and is the oldest building on the square downtown,

said Miranda Clements, the historic
preservation planner for the Bowling
Green and Warren County Historic
Preservation Board.
“Emily has gone through a great
deal of trouble to do the work the
right way,” Clements said.
Sharp is concentrating on restoring the exterior of the building, and
with the help of a contractor, has put
a new roof on it and repaired structural damages. She said they’ve paid
special attention to maintaining the
rafters and repairing old brickwork.
Sharp said she was able to reclaim
most of the old wood from the trim of
the house and reuse old windows.
She said they’re planning to make
the building’s third floor into apartments
as it was in the 1930s and 1940s.

Historic Bowling Green
Miranda Clements of the Historic
Preservation Board estimates that
Bowling Green has about 1,500 historic
properties, which includes:
■ Fort C.F. Smith, located at the east
end of Main Street, was used during
the Civil War and is now known as
Reservoir Hill or College Hill. It was built
by Confederate forces.
■ Western’s Van Meter Hall was
built in 1910. It was built with a 1,600
seat auditorium that hosted concerts,
public events and speakers.
■ The Hobson House, 1001 College St.,
was completed in 1866 by Col. Atwood
Hobson. The Hobson House was the ﬁrst
location in the county to be placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
Source: www.warrenpc.org

SEE HOMES, PAGE 3

WKU student
'adopts' Marine
in Afghanistan

news@chherald.com

When Bowling Green junior Lydia Kerr first laid eyes
on a picture of 20-year-old Lance Cpl. Taylor Yontz, of
Cumming, Ga., she knew it wouldn’t be long before she
called him family.
“I have a lot of love to give,” she said. “I never
thought my heart would hold more than it already did.”
Kerr, 42, said she was an in-school suspension
supervisor and the girls’ track team coach at LaRue
County High School before moving back to Bowling
Green.
She’s majoring in education at Western to become a
teacher, she said.
Kerr decided to adopt a soldier when one of her former students from LaRue County was killed in Afghanistan in February.
Moved by his death, Kerr searched online and found
www.adoptaussoldier.org, a Web site that allows people
to adopt a soldier and send them letters or care packages.
“So far I’ve written him about 35 to 40 letters,” she
said. “And so far he’s written about the same number
LANCE BOOTH/HERALD
back.”
Bowling Green junior Lydia Kerr “adopted” Marine Lance Cpl. Taylor
Yontz has expressed gratitude to Kerr in his e-mails. Yontz of Cumming, Ga., through the Adopt A US Soldier program. Kerr
sends care packages and letters to Yontz while he serves. “I feel like he
is one of my own,” Kerr said. “It is so easy to get attached.”
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Government
to control
student loans
By LAUREL WILSON

news@chherald.com

TUE. 67˚/ 41˚

SEE KAHLER, PAGE 5

Provision included
in health care bill

By LINDSAY KRIZ

SEE MARINE, PAGE 3

Dean Kahler is stepping down from his
position as associate vice president for Enrollment Management.
Barbara Burch, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, said Kahler notified her of his resignation late Friday afternoon.
Kahler told his staff of
his resignation on Monday
morning, according to the
office of Deborah Wilkins,
chief of staff and general
counsel.
He’ll still be living in
Bowling Green and will
have an office on campus,
working as the executive KAHLER
director of Western’s Navitas program,
Burch said.
Western is the first American university
to partner with Navitas Ltd, a company administrators hope will help the university
double its international enrollment over the
next decade.
Representatives from Navitas and Western have been working together for nearly a
year to develop the partnership.
Burch said the move wasn’t “something
he went after” and that he was sought out by
Navitas officials.
Burch called Kahler a “talented and
capable” administrator and said that was
something Navitas officials recognized.
She said Kahler will most likely leave his
current position within the next month, but
his official last day hasn’t been set yet.
Western will begin a national search for
his replacement immediately, Burch said.

THUR. 78˚/ 50˚

FRI. 80˚/ 56˚

Congress changed the way students will
receive financial aid money earlier this month
when it passed the health care reform bill.
The health care bill included a provision
that would make the federal government the
only lender of student loans, eliminating
bank-based private lenders.
Originally, the only source for student
loans was a bank-based lending system, but
the federal Direct Loan Program was created about 15 years ago, said Lynda George,
director of Student Financial Aid at the University of Kentucky.
At that time, schools could decide which
program they wanted to use, but with the
new legislation, all schools will have to
switch to the federal Direct Loan system,
George said.
Western is part of the bank-based system,
which allows students to select a lender,
said Ted Franzeim, senior vice president for
Customer Relations at the Kentucky Higher
Education Assistance Authority.
KHEAA is a state agency that tries to improve access to higher education by administering several financial aid programs. The
group is one of the bank-based lenders that
students can choose from, Franzeim said.
SEE LOANS, PAGE 5
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The Eshes were a close-knit Mennonite family from Marrowbone that was
killed when a tractor-trailer struck their
van on I-65.
The family was driving to Cave City
on Friday when the tractor-trailer hit
them head-on. Nine members of the
Esh family, along with a family friend
from Franklin, were killed along with
the truck driver in the accident. The
only survivors in the crash were two of
the Eshes’ adopted sons, Josiah, 5, and
Johnny, 3.
Since the incident, the people of Marrowbone have been supporting the community based around the Eshes’ church,
Marrowbone Christian Brotherhood.
The community has also been receiving
national media attention.
Despite the number of friends and
family the community lost, the people of
Marrowbone Christian Brotherhood are
finding a light in the time of death.
“We know where these people are
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By SCOTT MCINTYRE

going,” said Leroy Kauffman, pastor
of Marrowbone Christian Brotherhood.
“They were all saved Christians and
walking with the Lord.”
Several church friends and others
from around the country have traveled to
Marrowbone to support and help in the
funeral services. On Sunday, a church
service was held in a former Carhartt
warehouse just miles down the road
from where services are usually held in
Marrowbone.
“May you draw together and find
strength together in this time of grief and
sorrow,” said John Smucker, a visiting
pastor from Green County Mennonite
Church in Greeneville, Tenn.
Leroy Kauffman said he expects a
large turnout at the funeral for the family that touched many lives in their faithbased community.
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that
tells untold stories on the edges of campus.

CRIME REPORT
■ Christopher Obermeyer, Bates-Runner Hall, reported on March 26 that his
GPS and a three-way adapter were stolen from his blue 1998 Acura Integra LS,
which had been broken into in Parking
Structure 1. The value of the theft was
$298.

CORRECTION

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

Due to a Herald error, the classes of
Claire Greenlee and Alli Alberhasky were
incorrectly reported in a page 5 article
of the March 26 issue. Both are sophomores.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all
conﬁrmed errors that are brought to reporters' or editors' attention. Please call
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER OR
OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. 21050004(43)-01/10-GRD

*While your insurance company may reimburse for GARDASIL,
your eligibility for coverage and reimbursement for GARDASIL
depends on your individual insurance beneﬁt. You can contact
your insurance company for details on coverage for GARDASIL.
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Engagement institute
opens in Garrett
By EMILY WADLEY
news@chherald.com

Students interested in social issues and
civic engagement officially have a place
on campus to discuss their ideas and learn
about new issues.
The Institute for Citizenship and Social
Responsibility, an organization that promotes civic involvement as a way of achieving social change, is now open. Western students are invited to explore it at today’s open
house.
The new space is found in room 109 of
the Garrett Conference Center, and the open
house will take place from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Students will be able to tour the new
space and learn about what the ICSR has to
offer, according to a Western press release.
The space will house classrooms for
ICSR courses and will be “open to all students, faculty and staff who are interested in
developing community organizing, citizenship, and civic engagement,” according to
the press release.
Program Coordinator Terry Shoemaker
described the space as an “incubator for innovation.”
“The space that the ICSR has been given
will serve us well as we develop on WKU’s
campus,” Shoemaker said in an e-mail.
“Like any institute, we hope to be success-

ful enough to outgrow our facilities.”
Matt Vaughan, a junior from Mexico,
Mo., is taking an ICSR class this semester
called Grassroots Resistance in the 20th
and 21st Century, which focuses on social
movement and Washington reform, according to the course syllabus.
“The whole point of the institute is to
bring existing student groups and faculty
members together under this umbrella of
support,” Vaughan said. “And having this
spot on campus makes everything much
more efficient.”
Louisville junior Joey Coe is a student
worker for the ICSR. He said he’s currently
coordinating a program called the Class
Legacy Project.
The goal of the project is for incoming
“freshman classes to adopt one project that
will improve the world in some way,” he
said.
“Instead of leaving behind a tree or park
bench, they can leave behind a project,” Coe
said.
Coe said the ICSR having a centralized
space will benefit students working on different campaigns and initiatives to affect
society.
Coe said student groups finally have
somewhere to meet “where the people
around you are resources. Everyone in there
is progressive thinkers and creative minds.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Man still in jail after
early Sunday wreck

The man who drove through a stone
embankment outside McLean Hall early
Sunday morning is still in jail, police
said.
Manuel Ambros was arrested on March
28 by Deputy R. Johnson of the Warren
County Sheriff’s Office, according to
Western police records.
Police arrested Ambros at about 2:15
a.m. on Sunday.
Ambros didn’t pull over when police
tried to stop him on Old Morgantown
Road for not having his rear license plate
lit, said Stephen Harmon, records and
communications manager for the Warren
County Sheriff’s Office.
Ambros then fled onto Normal View
Drive, and eventually crashed near
McLean, Harmon said.

HOMES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Also, Sharp has worked
on restoring what is known
as the Turpin Building at
914 and 916 State St. It was
originally built in 1872.
Sharp repaired parts of the
building’s limestone facade.
“I think restoring older
buildings adds to the

Ambros was charged with fleeing from
police, failure to appear in court for a misdemeanor citation, driving without insurance, driving without a
license, wanton endangerment, reckless driving and resisting arrest,
according to the Warren
County Regional Jail
Online Inmate System.
His combined bond
is $25,500, according to
jail records.
AMBROS
Although the pursuit ended on Western’s campus, it’s not
a Western case because it began with
the Sheriff’s Office, said Joe Harbaugh,
spokesman for Western police.
No court dates have been set, according to police records.
—Spencer Jenkins

character of Bowling Green
and downtown,” she said.
“It makes this city a place
where people can connect
with the history, and that
makes it feel special.”
Bowling Green resident
Norm Johnson wants to
restore the original facade
of the Potter Opera House
built in 1865, located at
901 College St.
The building burned in

1899 but was rebuilt. The
original opera house facade
that was rebuilt following
the fire still lies beneath
the facade that was built in
the 1960s.
Johnson
has
been
renovating properties for
15 years.
“It’s really a creative
outlet to take an eyesore
and make it into a source
of pride,” he said.

Western Place
For Instant Leasing Information
Text Message “Western”
to 47464
Standard Rates Apply

720 Patton Way

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 781-5600

MARINE

3
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“It takes a special person/family to
adopt and take care of a Marine they don’t
even know or have ever met. So I just want
to thank you for all that you do and will be
doing in the future for me and my unit,” he
wrote in one of his first e-mails.
Yontz’s mother, Shelia Giles, said
she’s grateful for the support Kerr has
provided for him.
“She feels like family,” Giles said. “She
doesn’t know him personally, but she treats
him like family. That makes her family.”
Giles said she’s known her son would
become a Marine since he was a senior
in high school. She said at first, his ambitions were to go to an art institute, but
those plans soon changed.
“I remember it was a Wednesday,”
she said. “He came home from school
and said he’d joined the Marine Corps
and that I should be expecting a call
from the recruiter that night. I immediately said, ‘Bullshit,’ but that same night
there came the recruiter’s phone call.”
Yontz left for boot camp in July
2009. After he completed his training,
he was stationed at Camp Pendleton, located outside of San Diego. He left for
Afghanistan in January and will return
January 2011.

She feels like family. She doesn’t know
him personally, but
she treats him like
family. That makes
her family."
—SHELIA GILES
Mother of Lance Cpl. Taylor Yontz

Kerr said she and Giles both plan on
throwing him parties when he comes
home.
But for now, having a son overseas is
not without its worries, Giles said.
Last week six of Yontz’s fellow Marines were killed in a roadside bomb
near the camp, she said. Mortar shots
were fired at the camp soon after.
Both women, worried, stayed by their
computers and consoled each other over
the phone, hoping to hear word from
their Marine.
“He finally Skyped me,” Giles said.
“I know he’s my son, but he looked like
a 40-year-old. He looked so tired.”
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POLL
If you could have any
super power, what
would it be and why?

KELSI
CAMPBELL
Bowling Green
freshman

“I’d want to read people’s
brains with telepathy. It’d
be fun to freak people out.”

KIKI BENTLEY
Pikeville
sophomore

Our platform
The Herald suggests some issues
the new SGA president should tackle
THE ISSUE: The Student Government
Association election began today on TopNet. Students can vote for candidates running for senator positions and executive
offices for next year.
OUR VIEW: There are a number of important issues on campus that the newly elected
president should focus on next year.
Being president of a student body as
large as Western’s can seem like a daunting
responsibility.
If the new SGA president wishes to remain in good favor with both students and
Western administrators, then there are important subjects he must place emphasis on
while in office.
A big one is tailgating. Administrators
changed the tailgating policy last semester,
so there’s no more parking on Western’s
lawns before football games.
Fans will still want to cheer on the Toppers all afternoon, play cornhole and grill
hamburgers and hot dogs, and they’ll want
their old tailgating spots back.
SGA should work with administrators to
come up with a solution.
Limiting grassy areas that are OK to
park on would be better than doing away
with it altogether. Or maybe tailgaters
could pay a small fee to park on the lawns,
and that money could be used to repair the
grounds after games.
The new president should also promote

more ways students can have a voice. Students aren’t likely to bring all their problems directly into the SGA office, so the
president should improve the organization’s campus presence and continue reaching out to students.
The president-elect should then be a
strong advocate for students’ big concerns,
such as domestic partner benefits and other
important issues.
SGA should put more emphasis on its
rally in Frankfort. SGA members should
travel to Frankfort more than just once a
year and stay in constant contact with legislators.
Sending a few senators and a member of
the executive cabinet to meet with legislators is a good way to advocate for students.
The student government should always focus on keeping students happy on
campus. Basic campus needs like healthy
meal options and increasing sustainability
awareness promote a better campus environment.
SGA’s new president will walk have
to take on many obstacles. The responsibilities coming with the job and how they
handle them will determine how well respected the senate’s image becomes over
the next year.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial
board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Jessie, Bryan right
choices for SGA offices
As a committee chair in the Student Senate, I understand the important role leadership
has within SGA. It is essential that the offices
of President and Executive Vice President be
held by students who understand student life
and how to work with administration.
Each candidate has a unique outlook on
how to represent the student body. After
much consideration, I am endorsing Colton
Jessie for President and Kendrick Bryan for
Executive Vice President.
The SGA budget is important but should
not be the primary focus of the future Student
Regent. It is imperative that the President
connect with students and voice his concern
if an issue is not in the best interest of students. Colton Jessie is that Student Regent.
Jessie is focused on a multitude of student interests including tailgating, a 24-hour study
space, tuition and sustainability. As the only
student on the provost search committee, Jessie will already have a relationship with the
new provost. Colton also lives in Bowling
Green and is prepared to meet with administrators over the summer.
As the current Executive Vice President,
Kendrick Bryan has helped launch programs
like free Blue Books and Scantrons, Scholar
Development and the Western Wednesday
student discount initiative. Kendrick Bryan
wants to create an informative renters’ guide
for students hoping to live off campus while
expanding Scholar Development to include
exam reimbursement for students who score
above the national average on exams like the
GRE, LSAT, MCAT, PCAT and Praxis.
The election is today and tomorrow on
TopNet.
Emily Woosley
Cromwell junior
SGA Student Affairs Committee chair

“I’d ﬂy, so I wouldn’t have to
waste gas driving back and
forth from here to home.”

JORDAN
KASSEL
Louisville
freshman

“I just wanna ﬂy. It would
be beautiful and relaxing.”

JOSH
SANFORD
Bowling Green
sophomore

“Regeneration, because
then I’d never get hurt. I’d
live longer.”

have an
opinion?
Share it with us. Write a
letter to the editor (250
words or less) or a commentary (500 words and
a photo). E-mail them to
opinion@chherald.com or
call 270-745-5044.
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include

your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m. on
Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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KAHLER
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But the new legislation
means that beginning July
1, all students will receive
student loans from the federal government, Franzeim
said.
Although KHEAA will
no longer be able to administer student loans at
that time, the organization will still be in charge
of the KEES program and
other student financial aid
programs in the state, Franzeim said.
The legislation basically
removes private lending
arrangements from the student loan equation, President Gary Ransdell said.
Western students will
continue to work with the
financial aid office, but financial aid employees will
work with the federal government instead of private
lenders, Ransdell said.
“It puts the government
in the lending business,” he
said. “It’s eliminating the
middle man.”
The plan should also
lower interest rates, save
taxpayers money and increase the number of Pell
Grants, Ransdell said.
Once current lending
agreements cycle through
by 2014, the government
will be able to put a cap on
student loan repayment at
10 percent of the person’s
income, he said.
Cindy Burnette, director
of Student Financial Assistance, could not be reached
for comment by press time.
UK has been on the federal Direct Loan system
for years, and George said
she thinks it’s a simpler
program from the students’
perspective, although it will
be a similar process.
“Rather than going
through the banks, they’ll
go through the school directly, but the loan is exactly the same,” George said.

Multiple attempts to
reach Kahler by press time
were unsuccessful.
Kahler’s
resignation
comes two months after
the Board of Regents approved a $9,200 raise for
him at its Jan. 27 meeting.
A decision about a
pay raise for Kahler was
postponed at the board’s
October meeting, when
his raise was proposed at
about $19,000.
A group of students
and faculty protested the
raise at the October meeting. Protesters presented
board members with a
petition against raises for
Kahler and Athletics Director Wood Selig.
After the raise was
postponed in October,
administrators decided to
phase in a raise for Kahler
by asking for half of it in
January and the other half
at a later date.
Kahler came to Western
in 2002 as the university's
director of admissions,
according to Western's
Web site.

Western to house state's
ﬁrst Confucious Institute
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Western officials are hoping to
expand their developing partnership with China to the Bowling
Green area through a new program.
The Confucius Institute is a program run by the Chinese government at universities throughout the
world. It takes Chinese language
and culture into public schools and
the business sector, President Gary
Ransdell said.
Western will house the first
Confucius Institute in Kentucky,
he said.
The institute will create and
sustain a Chinese language program at public schools in Warren
County, Ransdell said.
It will also have a physical
presence at Western, starting with
display space in the library and
eventually creating classrooms and
computer lab areas, he said.
“...We recognize that China is
becoming a world economic fac-
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tor, and the Chinese language
is becoming a world language,”
Ransdell said. “The Chinese government wants to increase trade,
and we want our students to understand and embrace future world
languages and commerce.”
A plaque from Beijing will be
unveiled in Helm Library on April
22, and construction for the display
will also begin around that time,
Ransdell said.
The library display should be
complete by May 2011, he said.
The institute will be a great
complement to the Chinese Flagship program, Ransdell said.
Western’s Chinese Flagship
program is one of nine Chinese
programs funded by the federal
Language Flagship Program, according to the Office of Scholar
Development Web site.
The program is designed to
bring students with no knowledge
of Chinese up to proficient levels
by they time they graduate from
college, according to the Web site.
Amy Eckhardt, co-director

of Western’s Confucius Institute, said that as officials were
developing the Chinese Flagship
program, they decided to build
upon what they were already
doing and share their resources
with the region.
Both the Chinese Flagship Program and the Confucius Institute
are “part of a larger mission to
advance learning, understanding
and appreciation for China and the
Chinese,” she said.
Western has been pursuing the
Confucius Institute for the past
year, and Ransdell went to Beijing
in January to complete negotiations.
The Chinese government will
fund the institute, although Western will have to provide matching
funds, Ransdell said.
Western can use grant funds
such as the Chinese Flagship funding to get the university’s portion
of the money, he said.
Reporter Emily Ulber contributed
to this story.
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If Jesus’ resurrection
was fiction, why endure
such harsh reality?
Three days after being cruciﬁed and buried, Jesus was missing from his burial
tomb. Some say Jesus’ disciples stole his body and concocted a story that he rose from
the dead. If that’s true, why would they die for something they knew was a lie? Would
you? And theirs wasn’t a mass suicide, where they bonded together in some delusional
facade. Each of them left family and jobs, traveling to distant countries, preaching that
Jesus died and came back to life. If the disciples were making it all up, each of them
chose to do these things for something they knew wasn’t true. Doesn’t make sense.
What does make sense are the historical facts. Even while being tortured, the
disciples insisted that they, as well as hundreds of other Jews, had seen Jesus alive.
When some were arrested and ordered not to speak about Jesus’ resurrection, they
responded, “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard!”
They knew Jesus had been beaten, whipped, nailed to a cross, where he died
in public display. A spear was thrust into his side to conﬁrm his death. Roman soldiers
were stationed at Jesus’ tomb because Jesus had stated that three days after being
cruciﬁed he would rise from the dead.
On the third day Jesus’ body was gone. Inside the tomb, Peter and John saw the
burial cloths still lying there, empty. After that, the disciples saw Jesus physically alive
multiple times. They even had lengthy conversations with him and ate with him – all after
his death by cruciﬁxion. These disciples went to their deaths proclaiming what they had
no doubts about – that Jesus had risen from the dead, proving that he was everything he
claimed to be – the Son of God.
What do you think? You may never be persecuted for your belief in Jesus like
they were, but you can become just as sure of who he is. To learn more about Jesus and
the facts supporting his resurrection, please feel free to talk to any of us about the most
important event in human history.
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To learn more about who Jesus Christ is, go to the
Christian Faculty & Staff Fellowship website at
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All the stories, teachings, and miracles are woven
together into one simple chronology.
“No strings attached.”

READY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Last year, 52 players
participated in the combine.
The NBA Draft is made up
of 60 picks over two rounds.
“It’s just a waiting
game,” Slaughter said.
“I’d love to get drafted, but
guys that don’t get drafted
still have a chance to make
the NBA. I’m just shooting
for the best that I can.”
While Slaughter waits
on his trip to Portsmouth,
he continues to work
with Western’s strength
staff three times a week,
run through the Toppers’
individual drills and play
one-on-one with his former
teammates.
Slaughter said the goal
is to improve his ball
handling while maintaining
his shooting touch and
lockdown defense — all
the while assured that a
6-3, 180-pound prospect
will be asked to play point
guard rather than shooting
guard in the NBA.
If there’s anything
working against Slaughter,
Head Coach Ken McDonald
said it’s that he’d be an
undersized shooting guard
but fits just right at the
point, where Slaughter
began playing at the tail end
of his senior season.
McDonald
compared
Slaughter to Eric Murdoch,

START
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Toppers are off to
their second consecutive 6-0
start in Sun Belt play and
remain the only undefeated
team in conference play.
Finwood said their good start
will pay off down the road.
“Getting off to those
kind of starts creates a lot

FINALS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

In
the
second
overtime, a Package
Deal intentional foul
gave Sofa King Good a
four-point advantage that
made the difference in a
46-42 victory.
“They knocked us out
of the tournament last
year, so to come back this

a
former
Providence
teammate of his and a
nine-year NBA player,
as a combo guard with a
tendency to make clutch
decisions.
“He’s just got a knack
for scoring and getting by
you,” McDonald said.
Looking past appearance, Athletics Director
Wood Selig said he sees
shades of Chris Marcus —
a former Topper and twotime All-American — in
the way Slaughter can take
over a game and carry his
team.
“He’s just passionate
about the game and has
such a great work ethic,”
Selig said. “I think he has
an NBA build — an NBA
body. He might have to
add a little bit of weight,
but I think he’s got the
endurance and stamina to
play at that level.”
If the NBA stars don’t
align, Slaughter said he’d
talk over what’s next with
his family, whether it be the
NBA’s Development League
or a career overseas.
But after four years at
Western, Slaughter said
he doesn’t anticipate he’ll
be a hard sell for any team
interested.
“I’m a good kid on and
off the court,” he said. “After
the success I’ve had for four
years, being in school for four
years, you learn so much and
grow as a person.”
of confidence in guys and
maybe some doubt with the
other teams,” Finwood said.
Cameron said he’s
enjoying every second of
game time this season.
“It’s been a fun ride, and
it’s only just beginning,”
Cameron said.
The next stop for the
Toppers comes at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday against
Kentucky in Lexington.
year and beat them was
like bittersweet revenge,”
Offutt said.
Though Sofa King
Good didn’t win the
championship,
team
member and Evansville
native Allen Waller said
the weekend was still a
success.
“This event gives us
a weekend to hang out,”
Waller said. “We really are
like a family.”

10% off
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Students
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Student ﬁnds hobby in ﬁghting Lady Toppers

tumble in Sun
Belt standings

By HANNA DEMIRJIAN
diversions@chherald.com

Martial arts is a way to
practice defense, but putting
those skills to use in a highpaced environment is what
mixed martial arts (MMA)
Fighting is all about, according to Madisonville
junior Kwinn Davis.
Davis started martial
arts when he was 5. As his
skills progressed, he experimented with MMA Fighting and put his knowledge
of the art in action.
“[MMA] is one of those
things you have to try to
like it,” Davis said. “I was
raised on it and transitioned, so it wasn’t shellshock for me like most
people.”
MMA fighting is a combination between boxing,
kickboxing, wrestling, Jiu
Jitsu, Judo and submission
wrestling.
“I started out in martial
arts tournaments, then went
to full contact kickboxing
and boxing, and from there
went to full submission
wrestling then Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu,” Davis said.
Davis said he doesn’t
often promote his involvement in MMA, but a few
students know about his
fighting.
Thomas Bolen, a junior
from Mobile, Ala., has seen

LITTLE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Taggart said his inspiration for a back-to-basics
approach this spring was
found after seeing a broken
skill set from last season’s
0-12 team.
And although he’ll also
serve as offensive coordinator, Taggart said most of the
errors he’s seen have actually come from the offensive
side, starting with a receiving corps that’s had trouble
catching the ball every day
since spring practice began.
Wide receivers coach
Terry Obee said several
things, including fatigue

By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Louisville junior Kwinn Davis has been doing martial arts since 1996, but in 2002 he started
to incorporate boxing and kick boxing into his mixed martial arts style. In 2007 he won a high
deﬁnition network pay-per-view ﬁght that was broadcast throughout the county. “I got mad
props for that,” Davis said.

his fights on YouTube.
“He is really good and
can kick your butt,” Bolen
said.
Davis’ matches are not
only on the Internet, but
have been featured on PayPer-View as well.
Bas Rutten, a fighter
who hosts a TV show,
picked Davis’ fight card to
discuss on his show, and
Davis said that highlight
made him proud.
“I was at an amateur
level and stepped up to

fight on an all-pro card,”
Davis said. “This was one
of my best accomplishments so far.”
The fight card informs
the competitors of the fight
and how many rounds and
minutes the fights will last.
MMA fighting is one of
the fastest growing combat
sports, Davis said. He said
he loves the contact and
the adrenaline too much to
give it up.
Whether it’s fighting,
starting a training gym, de-

signing and selling T-shirts
for the sport, or doing all
three, Davis said he hopes
to continue his involvement in MMA.
Madisonville junior Alandre Tidwell, who grew
up with Davis, said he has
seen the commitment his
childhood friend puts into
training.
“He has worked on this
for a long time,” Tidwell
said. “I really think he
could make a career in the
field somewhere.”

and rustiness, are contributing to the early struggles
for the wide receivers.
But he said the root of
the problem mostly begins
with the Toppers’ mindset.
“We’ve got good players, and they’ve shown
sparks of goodness and
doing some great things,
but then they get fatigued,
their mind wanders,” he
said. “One dropped ball is
a problem for me. It could
cost you a game. They
need to get better, and they
will get better.”
Taggart said the receivers were simply taking
their eyes off the ball.
“They’re trying to run
before they catch it,” he

said. “Every single guy
that’s not catching the ball
is trying to run without it.”
It isn’t just the offense
that’s focusing on fundamentals this spring, though.
Before getting too indulged in a brand new
defensive system, Bowen
said the defense is taking
the same approach as the
offense and focusing on
the basics.
“We’re going very
slow,” Bowen said. “We’re
not going to put a lot of
defensive calls in. Bottom
line is, we have to be able
to get off blocks, we have
to be able to tackle and run
to the football or it won’t
really matter.”

Taggart said it will be
a process to get where he
wants the team to be fundamentally, but the firstyear coach has enjoyed the
energy and effort he’s seen
from the team so far.
“It’s going to be hard getting those bad habits out of
the picture,” he said. “We’ve
got a lot of work to do fundamentally and with technique. It’s far from where
it needs to be, but guys are
flying around and making
plays, which is good.”
The Toppers continue
spring practice this week
with a trio of weekday
practices leading up to
Western’s first official
scrimmage this Saturday.

The Lady Toppers
rode a nine-game win
streak into their first conference action in more
than two weeks, but
Western couldn’t capitalize on momentum and
climb the Sun Belt Conference standings.
Yet after taking a trio
of defeats from defending Sun Belt champion
Louisiana-Lafayette last
weekend, freshman Katrina Metoyer remained
confident the season will
turn itself around.
“The losses give us an
idea of where we stand,
but we are better than
what we played,” Metoyer
said. “We are better than
what other people think
we are. I think we are going to dominate later.”
Western (18-12, 2-7
Sun Belt) has now been
swept in three-games
against both Florida International and Louisiana-Lafayette.
The story was different just a year ago.
In 2009, the Lady Tops
swept FIU three games
in Boca Raton, Fla., and
then took two of three
games from the Ragin’
Cajuns in Lafayette, La.
Losing to LouisianaLafayette in the regular
season is uncharacteristic
for the Lady Tops, who
had won four of their
last six meetings with the
Ragin’ Cajuns by a total
of five runs.
Before last weekend’s
series, the Lady Tops had
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won nine straight games,
tying the school record
for the longest win steak
set in April 2007.
All nine wins came
against nonconference
opponents.
Freshman Ciara Garcia said she is ready for
another chance to face the
Ragin’ Cajuns in May’s
Sun Belt tournament.
“We just needed to
tweak a few things and
make some more adjustments quicker, which I
think we will be able to
do when we play them
again and we’ll have a
better chance of beating
them,” Garcia said.
Western’s next chance
at a conference victory
will come next weekend against Troy — this
year’s current Sun Belt
standings leader.
Garcia said after this
weekend’s outcome, the
Lady Tops will be just determined enough to give
the Lady Trojans a fight.
“We are going to be
angry from these games
going to face Troy,” Garcia said. “We are going
to have some revenge to
give to somebody. ”
But before Western’s
next go at conference
play, Head Coach Tyra
Perry said the Lady Tops
must first focus on their
matchup against Lipscomb at 5 p.m. Tuesday at the WKU Softball
Complex.
“This is why we play
the game,” Perry said.
“In the Sun Belt, each
win counts and hopefully
we can get a few more.”

Help Want ed

1 br. duplex apartment at 123 E. 11th
Retail Pool Company. Now
near post ofﬁce W/D included
hiring for full time and part time
$350/mo 781-8307
••••••••••••••••••••
retail clerk and outside service
positions. Chemistry/Biology
House for Rent 4br. 1252 Kentucky
Street $650/mo. plus utilities and exp. helpful, but not required. Fun
atmosphere, paid holidays,plus
deposit
779-9874, 792-0084
••••••••••••••••••••
bonus pkg. Great Summer job,
Cabell Gardens Fall 2010.
Apply in person from 10-6.
Executive apartments one block
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Ln.
from WKU. 2 or 3 br. $265/each.
Bowling Green.
••••••••••••••••••••
Parking, W/D, all appliances.
1504 Park St. 781-9182.
••••••••••••••••••••
1237 Nutwood (close to WKU)
1 bedroom upstairs duplex for
rent $425 appliances included, pets
allowed. Contact (270) 320-2033 or
laurahowell22@hotmail.com
••••••••••••••••••••
1 br. garage apartment stove,
refrigerator, 2 window air conditioners. 1905-B Smallhouse Road.
$300/month $300 damage deposit.
no smoking 1-year lease negotiable.
467-4106

Lost Item
Lost History Textbook. $50
reward. No questions asked.
Call 270-293-9370

Web Designer. Earn extra $$$$
to build a website for local
business.
Call 781-1886.
••••••••••••••••••••
High School Math Tutor
Needed. 1 night a week. 1-2
hours. Please contact
rpeacock@chandlerpropertymanagement.com
••••••••••••••••••••
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald
screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit
card information The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity
of these paid classiﬁed ads.
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Slaughter
ready for
next step
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Fans crowd around Western utility player Casey Dykes to get autographs after the ﬁrst of two games against Louisiana-Monroe on
March 27 at Denes Field.

START

SEE READY, PAGE 6

FOOTBALL

Toppers not rebuilding, rather reloading
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

The Toppers may not have the
same clear-cut talent level as last
season. After all, Western had
five players move on to the Major
League Baseball ranks from last
year’s Regional finalist team.
But the 2010 Toppers (20-5,
6-0 Sun Belt Conference) are faring better than last year’s team
and are off to their best start in
school history.
“You never expect to win 20
out of 25 in baseball, especially
with the schedule we have had,”
Head Coach Chris Finwood said.
Western has beaten two teams
ranked in the top 30 in the nation
and currently carries a No. 27
ranking in the Ratings Percentage Index. After a doubleheader
win Saturday night over Louisiana-Monroe, the Toppers became
the sixth team in the nation to

A.J. Slaughter plans to graduate with a degree in sociology this May, but if things go according to plan, the senior guard won’t have to
use it just yet.
Slaughter told the Herald
last week that he’s planning
to play professional basketball next season after going
through the NBA Draft camp
process, acquiring an agent
and deliberating with family.
“Coming in as a freshman,
I never thought I’d even see SLAUGHTER
this opportunity I’m about to
explore,” he said.
Slaughter, who averaged a team-high 17.5
points per game last season and was named to
the Sun Belt All-Conference First Team, said
he was headed home last weekend for three
face-to-face interviews with potential agents.
The next step after that, Slaughter said, is
the Portsmouth Invitational Tournament in
Portsmouth, Va., which runs April 7-10. If all
goes well, Slaughter hopes to be invited to the
NBA Pre-Draft Combine in Chicago, famous
for seeing its attendees taken in the draft.

win 20 games.
“Last year our offense carried
Senior Matt Payton said the us, but I think we are just as
secret behind their success this good this year,” Cameron said.
“We have better pitching and our
season is confidence.
“This team has really good hitters are being more picky at
chemistry, and everyone works well the plate.”
The Toppers rank third in
together,” Payton said. “We always
knew we were going to win when the Sun Belt in both batting
and pitching and are second in
we finally started believing.”
Payton and senior pitcher fielding.
Western has won a seasonShane Cameron both said the
Toppers started to realize they high seven straight games and
had a great team at the QTI Bay- jumped into the top 20 in the
lor Classic in February. West- BaseballAmerica.com rankings at
ern swept the three-game series No. 18 after their three-game sweep
capped off by a win over then of Louisiana-Monroe last weekend.
Finwood said his “scrappy bunch”
No. 29 Texas A&M.
“Ever since then we realized keeps finding ways to win.
“It’s a different guy each
we can beat anyone,” Cameron
game, and that’s the mark of a
said.
Even though they’re missing good team,” Finwood said. “The
Wade Gaynor, Chad Cregar and guys are just trying to get better,
Matt Hightower from last year’s and I’m just really proud of how
team, the Toppers still brought hard they all play.”
back most of their regular startSEE START, PAGE 6
ers this year.

Western
focusing on
little things
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

Walking into a 20-game losing streak, it
didn’t take Head Coach Willie Taggart long
to find what he needed to concentrate on this
spring: getting fundamentally sound.
He said the coaches are getting down to the
bare-bones basics in installing Taggart’s West
Coast Offense and defensive coordinator Clint
Bowen’s four-man front.
“If you’re fundamentally unsound, you
don’t stand a chance,” Taggart said. “We’re
going to teach them pee-wee ball. We’re acting like these guys don’t know how to play a
down of football. We’re going to teach them
everything about the game.”
SEE LITTLE, PAGE 7

SHAMROCK SHOOTOUT

Evansville team falls
in Shootout ﬁnals
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

Shamrock Shootout team Sofa King
Good was one of this weekend’s attractions.
It wasn’t just the unusual name. The
tournament runners-up came all the way
from Evansville, just to participate.
“It’s a family thing,” said team member Dan Offutt II. “We come down here
for a weekend, hang out together and play
the game we love.”
Sofa King Good’s nucleus has been
together for about three years, starting
when Offutt and teammates Darren Gill
and Randy Kessler met at Western, where
they played intramurals together.
Kessler, a native of the Evansville,
transferred home to the University of
Southern Indiana but never lost touch
with his intramural teammates.
Instead, the team added new members
from USI and began competing in tourna-

ments. Offutt said the Shamrock Shootout
is the best tournament the team goes to
each year.
“This tournament has lots of great competition that we thrive to play against,”
Offutt said. “It’s the best to play in within
a two-hour radius.”
The Shamrock Shootout is hosted annually by Western’s chapter of Kappa
Delta sorority. This year’s tournament
was the eighth event.
According to a KD press release,
80 percent of the proceeds go toward
the local Family Enrichment Center of
Bowling Green, while the remaining
20 percent benefit Prevent Child Abuse
America.
The 48 teams that participated paid the
$80 entry fee for the double-elimination
tournament, and local businesses donated
food and money.
Some teams consisted of Western students, but the majority of teams, like Sofa
King Good, included non-Western students.

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Members of the Kappa Delta sorority crowd around Aaron Fairrow, a sophomore from the
University of Southern Indiana, and the rest of his team after they won the Shamrock Shootout on March 28 in Diddle Arena. Fairrow was apart of the Get It Boyz team, which consisted
of four others Southern Indiana students.

Sofa King Good was defeated by Get
It Boyz in the championship game last
Sunday.
But in the semifinal round, Sofa King
Good was able to come back from trailing 33-28 late in the second half to team
Package Deal and force overtime.

In the first of two bonus sessions,
Package Deal was up two points in the
waning seconds when Sofa King Good’s
Jason Gansman slashed through the lane
for a game-tying layup.
SEE FINALS, PAGE 6
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